For Walpole's letter, to-which, this is the reply, see No. 572 in Letters [vol. iv); and for his reply to this letter, see No. 640, which is misplaced, and should be numbered 577*, the date of the year having been printed 1759 instead of 1758.
The 'Collection of Scotish Poems called the Evergreen,' mentioned by Dalrymple, was published in 1724 by Allan Kamsay, from a MS. collection made by George Bannatyne in 1568.
'The memoirs of Queen Christina of Sweden' referred to by him are Memoires concernant Christine, Seine de Suede (Amsterdam, 1751-1759), by John Arckenholtz (1695-1777.]
59.   FROM SIR EDWARD WALPOLE.
Pall Mall, July 6, 1758. [See Supplement, vol. ii. pp. 108-9.]
60.   FROM DAVID HuME1.
SlE
I was very agreeably surprized, in returning from a jaunt in the country, to find the letter2, with which you had honourd me. I did not indeed entertain any doubt of your patience of criticism3. Those who are to reach great beauties, are seldom reluctant to hear of small faults. But a man must be endowd with some qualities, even above those of a good writer, and have these too fortifyd by education in the best company, to regard a criticism as an obligation, and to take thence an opportunity of commencing a friendly correspondence with the person, who had pre-sum'd to censure his writings.
I shou'd be asham'd, after you had set me so good an example, not to make you acknowledgements for the remark, which you have made on my negligence in not quoting my
1 David Hume  (1711-1776);   his         ~ This letter has not been pre-
History of England, to which refer-     served; but see an earlier letter, of
ence is made in the letter, was pub-     July 15, 1758 (No. 578 in Letters).
lished in three instalments in 1764-6         -1 On the subject of his Royal and
(vols. i-ii), 1759   (vols. iii-iv), and     Jfoble Authors. 1761-2 (vols. v-vi).ich was included that of Bayle), London, 1734-1741.r he was created Baron Littleton.te
